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In Ṣurayt/Ṭuroyo and North-Eastern varieties proclitic markers of indefiniteness and/or definiteness 
have developed following the well-known patterns of grammaticalization of the numeral “one” and 
adnominal demonstratives respectively (De Mulder and Carlier 2021). In the present paper an 
attempt will be made to map the areal distribution of the markers of definiteness and indefiniteness 
within the Central and North-Eastern Neo-Aramaic territory, and to describe their uses and 
functions in a selection of dialects as a system to mark (in)definiteness and other semantic features 
such as specificity.  

Furthermore, we will compare the Neo-Aramaic scenario with the strategies of marking 
(in)definiteness encountered in the other Semitic, Indoeuropean and Turkish languages spoken in 
the same area. Due to intense and continuous contact, these systems developed under reciprocal 
influence, the effects of which have been noted in previous literature (Kapeliuk 2011, Coghill 2020, 
Procházka 2020, Akkus 2020). This paper will thus be a first step towards a detailed typological 
assessment of areal contact in this specific domain of syntax. 

 

Selected References 

Akkuş, Faruk. 2020. “Anatolian Arabic.” In Arabic and Contact-Induced Change, edited by Christopher Lucas 
and Stefano Manfredi, 135–158. Berlin: Language Science Press. 

Coghill, Eleanor. 2020. “Neo-Aramaic.” In Arabic and Contact-Induced Change, edited by Christopher Lucas 
and Stefano Manfredi, 371–402. Berlin: Language Science Press. 

De Mulder, Walter, and Anne Carlier. 2021. “The grammaticalization of definite articles,” in The Handbook of 
Grammaticalization, edited by Bernd Heine and Heiko Narrog, 522-534. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Gasparini, Fabio. 2014. “Grammaticalization of Adnominal Demonstratives in Neo-Aramaic. Towards the 
creation of a simple determiner.” Ricognizioni 1, n. 2: 95-107. 

Kapeliuk, Olga. 2011. "Language Contact between Aramaic Dialects and Iranian." The Semitic Languages: An 
International Handbook, edited by Stefan Weninger, pp. 738-747. Berlin: De Gruyter Mouton. 

Khan, Geoffrey. 2008. “The Expression of Definiteness in North-Eastern Neo-Aramaic Dialects,” in Aramaic in 
its Historical and Linguistic Setting, edited by Holger Gzella and Margaretha L. Folmer, 287-304. Wiesbaden: 
Harrassowitz. 

Procházka, Stephan. 2020. “Arabic in Iraq, Syria, and southern Turkey.” In Arabic and Contact-Induced 
Change, edited by Christopher Lucas & Stefano Manfredi, 83–114. Berlin: Language Science Press. 


